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Mothers’ Club Family Learning Center
Pasadena, California
Harley Ellis Devereaux

Green School Building
Renovation/Addition/ 

Restoration

Harley Ellis Devereaux

601 S. Figueroa Street, Suite 500 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 

www.hedev.com

John R. Dale, FAIA 
213/542-4500

GreenWorks Studio 
www.greenworksstudio.com

Design team

John Dale, Lead Designer,  
Harley Ellis Devereaux

Tim Morneau, Project Manager, 
Harley Ellis Devereaux

Elisabeth Newell, Sustainable 
Design Consultant,  
GreenWorks Studio

Andy Kaplan, Construction  
Manager, G.L. Kaplan  

Construction Company

Ronnie Siegel, Swire Siegel  
Landscape Architects

Eric Nelson,  
Child Care Planner, CDC

Owner/Client

Mothers’ Club Family  
Learning Center 
Pasadena, CA

Susan Kujawa, Executive Director 
626/683-5670

Type of School  
and Grades Served: 

Early Childhood,  
Infants through Pre-K

Capacity:  
82 students/72 parents

Size of Site: 25,000 square feet

Area of Building:  
10,000 square feet

Space per Student:  
125 square feet

Cost per Student: $31,250

Square Foot Cost: $250

Cost of Construction: $2.5 million

Total Project Cost: $6.5 million

Contract Date: Architects-Mar. 
2006/Contractor-Feb. 2007

The mission of the 
Family Learning Center 
is to help prepare fami-

lies living in isolation and pov-
erty to succeed in school and 
in life through two-generation 
learning. 

To provide a high-quality 
learning environment that 
would support these goals,  
the organization made the 
decision to relocate from its 
former residence of 40-plus 
years to a new green facility 
that was designed for LEED 
Gold certification. It is the first 
independent preschool nation-
wide to achieve certification at 
the Gold level. 

A 10,000-square-foot  
factory was completely gutted 
and renovated. The design 
allows inherent flexibility for 
a variety of activities and pro-
grams for different age groups 
within the same set of spaces. 
Included in the comprehensive 
redevelopment of the site was 
the transformation of half of 
the asphalt parking lot into a 
safe and colorful play area.  n
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Interior view of classrooms

Corridor connecting adult  
& children areas

exterior with photovoltaics
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