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Type of School and
Grades Served:
University, Post-secondary

Capacity: 464 students
Size of Site: .4 acres

Area of Building:
38,529 square feet

Volume of Building:
1.8 million cubic feet

Space per Student:
79 square feet

Cost per Student: $12,524
Square Foot Cost: $151

Cost of Construction:
$5.8 million

Total Project Cost: $6.4 million
Contract Date: Aug. 2005
Completion Date: Dec. 2006
Percent of Completion: 100%
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Northern State University
Aberdeen, South Dakota
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NORTH EXTERIOR VIEW

he new technology
center is an addition to
an existing three-floor,

U-shaped building located
on the campus of Northern
State University in Aberdeen,
SD. The addition, located at
the end of the formal campus
quadrangle, provides both a
literal and a mission-based
focus for the university.
Administrators wanted
the new facility to reflect the
campus’ changing mission.
NSU was originally a teacher’s
college. Now, the technology
center sends instruction to
schools throughout the state
via electronic classrooms. The
main program goal was to
enhance learning with smart
classrooms, offices for technol-
ogy fellows and faculty, facili-
ties for student technology
support and computer repair,
broadcast and recording stu-
dios, laboratories, and areas
for testing and software sup-
port. One of the design chal-
lenges was keeping the new
floor plates as thin as possible
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“SMART” CLASSROOM

THIRD-FLOOR CORRIDOR

to match the existing build-
ing’s floor-to-floor heights
while allowing adequate space
for exposed systems. Interior
classrooms and offices receive
daylight from high ribbon win-
dows in the feature walls adja-
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cent to the main corridors and
curtain wall on three levels.

This addition provides the
campus with a strong focus
and positions the university as
a regional leader in technology
education. m
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