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Type of School and
Grades Served:
College, Post-secondary

Capacity: 1,245 people
Size of Site: 4.4 acres

Area of Building:
54,000 square feet

Volume of Building:
760,000 cubic feet

Space per Student:
44 square feet

Cost per Student: $5,562
Square Foot Cost: $128

Cost of Construction:
$6.9 million

Total Project Cost: $8.4 million
Contract Date: Oct. 2006
Completion Date: July 2007
Percent of Completion: 100%
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COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES

Anderson University Flagship Center

Anderson, Indiana

krM Architecture+

onnected to a high-
profile business incu-
bator, the three-story,

54,000-square-foot Anderson
University (AU) Flagship
Center needed to house a
diverse mix of users: students
of AU’s new “live-in” MBA
program, undergraduates at
Purdue University’s College of
Technology, business profes-
sionals, and various adminis-
trators and faculty. Because of
this, the design incorporated
common spaces and advanced
technology to enhance the
synergy between the groups.

Intended for hosting con-
ferences, professional meet-
ings, and academic lectures,
the center includes a profes-
sional development center
that is different from typical
auditoriums. Its semicircu-
lar layout offers face-to-face
sight lines for the users, cre-
ates a more intimate feel in
the 160-person room, and
facilitates more-effective com-
munication. Another element
that enhances the users’ learn-
ing environment is the push-
to-talk microphone system,
with buttons built into every
seat for optimal verbal com-
munication.

Extensive wireless con-
nectivity, an easily accessible
café, and full banquet services

MBA STUDENTS’ CLASSROOM

attract nearby professionals
desiring a quick bite to eat,
video conferencing capa-
bilities, or space for evening
networking events. In the
main concourse, abundant
daylighting offers an open
and connected feel, and

groupings of lounge furniture
promote spontaneous connec-
tions and impromptu meet-
ings. Combining warm wood
finishes, sleek metal accents,
and simple lines helps fuse
the academic and professional
nature of the building. =
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