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Type of School and  
Grades Served: 

High School, 9-12

Capacity: 1,400 students

Size of Site: 49 acres

Area of Building:  
154,000 square feet

Volume of Building:  
2.5 million cubic feet

Space per Student:  
110 square feet

Cost per Student: $52,142

Square Foot Cost: $474

Cost of Construction:  
$73 million

Total Project Cost:  
$90 million

Contract Date: Jan. 2004

Completion Date: Aug. 2010

Percent of Completion: 75%

brid’s-eye view of campus

The growth in the 
Western Placer Unified 
School District is pro-

jected to increase rapidly over 
the next 10 years. To meet 
the challenge, the district 
was proactively involved in a 
community-based planning 
process. Through the process, 
partnerships emerged among 
the city, district, and college 
resulting in a collaborative 
campus of shared vision. A life-
long-learning campus evolved 
with the high school, commu-
nity college, and civic library 
sharing common facilities. An 
alternative project-based learn-
ing academy, performing arts, 
library, gymnasium, dining 
commons, and a public urban 
park are incorporated. 

The high school architec-
ture is composed of courtyard 
academies celebrating thematic 
curriculums of science, cul-
ture, environment, technology, shared community theater

Career center/Student café

h i g h  s c h o o l s
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student entry to performing arts center

campus commons

and wellness. Indoor and out-
door lab and lecture halls create 
both traditional and alternative 
learning options. The acade-
mies are connected to joint-use 
lab and project flex areas that 
surround dedicated outdoor  
lab learning areas. 

The campus site is adjacent 
and interlocking with partners 
while remaining segregated 
through placement in a natural 
down-sloping, bowl-shaped 
topography. The result is pri-
vacy in a controlled and nurtur-
ing location. The south-facing, 
stair-stepping architecture  
offers views across wetlands 
and open space. n 

environmental studies lab
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