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Foresthill High School

Foresthill, California

Lionakis Beaumont Design Group

oresthill grew up as the
Fhome of a thriving tim-

ber mill. When the mill
closed, it left a literal hole in
the landscape, the economy,
and the town. The district
filled the hole by purchasing
the 110-acre site, forging part-
nerships, and building a 50-
acre forestry education center.
The development of forestry
education made the commit-
ment to sustainable design an
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expectation. By integrating
timber, a renewable building
material, and natural daylight-
ing and ventilation, learning
environments are enhanced
and the community’s history is
embraced.

Foresthill’s red soil is leg-
endary. It is reflected in the
exterior paint and throughout
the interior with stained con-
crete floors. Concrete masonry
is used as both a structural
material and an exterior and

interior finish material. Timber,

expressed in structural trusses
and finished interior ceilings,

brings warmth and relevance to

the timber mill theme. A wide

circulation spine, with roll-up
glass doors, creates student
space for eating, gathering,
studying, and Internet use.

A silo, representing the
water tower of the original
timber mill, became a rotunda
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of sorts, connecting future
phases and defining exterior
space. A map of the Foresthill
divide, expressed as a wall
mural, places Foresthill within
the context of California

and the world. m
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