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Type of School and Grades Served
Elementary School, Pre-K-5

Capacity: 406 students
Size of Site: 4.3 acres

Area of Building
67,000 square feet

Volume of Building
1.1 million cubic feet

Space per Student
164 square feet

Cost per Student: $24,205
Square Foot Cost: $147

Cost of Construction
$9.8 million

Total Project Cost
$14 million

Contract Date
October 2001

Completion Date
September 2004

Percent of Completion
100%
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DESIGN 2005: A

LESSON IN

EXCELLENTCE

Malcolm S. White Elementary School

Woburn, Massachusetts

Tappe Associates, Inc.

SOUTH-FACING FACADE

he design for this new
67,000-square-foot
elementary school was

driven by a focus on children.
Children learn at different
rates, in different environ-
ments, and through varying
teaching techniques. The
building plan blurs the bound-
aries between traditional
teaching spaces and paths of
travel so that all spaces
become places to teach and
learn. The sequencing of these
spaces creates movement from
public to semi-private to
private spaces. Traditional tight
thresholds are enlarged and
defined by light, color, and
materials, which energize,
calm, and inspire.

The entire school has wire-
less capability, and each class-
room boasts a ceiling-mounted
LCD player with a direct link
to the instructor’s laptop, video
outputs, and cable connec-
tions. Because oversized video
displays and speaker systems
ensure that students see and
hear instructors, learning is
reinforced and the student-
teacher connection is strength-
ened. The technology extends

CORRIDOR

to all building systems, which
are monitored via an off-site
monitoring system. It also
includes Web links to the
buildings security cameras.
The design, which caters to
teachers and students, offers
options for tailoring the learn-

ing experience. Corridors,
cubbies (transitional spaces
between corridor and class-
room), and classrooms all
present unique instructional
opportunities, while integra-
tion of technology enhances
ease of use in each area.
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