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Type of School and Grades Served
High School, 9-12

Capacity: 560 students (New
Section)

Size of Site: 27.5 acres

Area of Building
18,578 square feet

Volume of Building
434,512 cubic feet

Space per Student: 33 square feet
Cost per Student: $11,717
Square Foot Cost: $353

Cost of Construction
$6.6 million

Total Project Cost
$7.4 million

Percent of Completion
100% Design
5% Construction
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DESIGN 2005: A LESSON IN EXCELLENCE

Fullerton Union High School

Fullerton, California

Henry Woo Architects, Inc.

ullerton Union High
FSchool was built in
various stages starting

in 1911. The main school site
consists of about 27 acres,
which is half the normal size
of Californias standard high
school today. However, enroll-
ment in recent years has aver-
aged more than 2,000 students.
Selecting a location for the new
building presented a challenge
because of the limited site and
an old underground utility
tunnel system that has been
deteriorating. The district’ final
decision was to locate the new
classroom structure over an
existing staff parking lot.

During the conceptual
design, several viable structur-
al systems were studied care-
fully, and input was gathered
from engineers. The selected
system is a combination of
steel-braced frame and
conventional construction,
which achieves the needed
flexibility for the large, open-
space classrooms, science labs,
and the second-floor comput-
er labs, while providing the
rigid grid layout needed for
the ground-level parking.

The rooms are equipped
with teaching walls, which
provide storage and teaching

SCIENCE LAB

areas in a space-efficient
system. To keep the building
design responsive to the
school’s historical context,

columns, arches, tiled gable,
and mansard roofs were care-
fully integrated into the over-
all scheme. »
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