
DESIGN 2004: A  L E S S O N  I N  E X C E L L E N C E

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
N E W CO N ST R U C T I O N

Goshen Elementary
School at Hillcrest was
designed for 700 stu-

dents. The building site is
located at the entrance of an
upscale subdivision, so the
design needed to incorporate
materials and design elements
that would complement the
surrounding homes. The 
challenge was accomplished
by the use of brick, precast
stone, design elements, and a
sloped shingled roof that 
not only helped the school
blend in, by mimicking the
surrounding homes, but elim-
inated costly reroofing expens-
es found with flat roofs. Two
lighted cupolas accentuate the
main entrance to the school.
Natural lighting was accentu-
ated throughout the school
while placing an emphasis on
instructional space.

The media center functions
as the heart of the school while
maintaining all technology
from its central networked
hub by connecting all class-
rooms, computer lab, and
administration together. While
the media center maintains
the technology side of the
building, it also provides a
place that facilitates reading,
studying, and instruction.

A fun and easy-to-use
wayfinding system was incor-
porated into the interior
design to help new students
quickly and comfortably adapt
to their new surroundings.
This was achieved at the
lobby by a giant rainbow that
appears on the wall and 
travels down to the floor,
where matching tiles lead one
through the corridors to the
appropriate classrooms. The
school includes a full-size gym-
nasium with a rock-climbing
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Type of School and Grades Served
Elementary School, K-5

Capacity
700 students

Size of Site
11.4 acres

Area of Building
82,085 square feet

Space per Student
117 square feet

Cost per Student
$11,219

Square Foot Cost
$96

Cost of Construction
$7.9 million

Contract Date
March 2001

Completion Date
August 2002

Percent of Completion
100%

wall, art room with kiln,
music room, science room,
performance stage, cafetorium,
teacher resource room, 
computer lab, and media 
production facility.

The effect of all of these 
features is a very uplifting, 
creative, and safe learning
environment that further adds
to the already awarded National
School of Excellence. ■

Goshen Elementary School at Hillcrest
Prospect, Kentucky
Scott-Klausing & Co., Inc.
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